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Mish Most bar- and batmitzvah parties are attended by WHAT TODO things about these occasions is the very fact that | When your WHERETO SIT
TﬂSZEghi three distinct age groups — the bar/batmitzvah cele-  Typically a bar/batmitzvah party will involve a bit of there are three generations present, And it is possi- | guests getinto | Ensure that there is plenty of seating for older
: brant and hisfher peers, the parents and their peers  side entertainment (mainly for the kids) before the ble to capitalise on this by incorporating a commu- | the swingof guests (not just the grandparents’ generation —
E'prﬂlﬁs how and the grandparents and their peers. S0 how do  meal, speeches during or just after the meal and a nal activity. We once organised a drumming work- thlngs,. they no one likes standing all evening with plate in one
tﬂp[any{]ur you create an event that works for them all? disco for the rest of the evening. Make sure every- shop that drew everyone together. It lasted just over :ﬂ?ﬁ;ﬁgml hand and a precarious lork-glass combination in
i one is engaged by what you offer and that nobody is hall an hour, so was not o intrusive, wider range the ather). Even il you have a stand-up buffet or
ﬁinf onso WHAT TO EAT forced to endure something they cannot abide, ofmusicthan | Dowlfood, some seating must be available through-
thﬂfE’VE!}’GHE, There is no harm in serving the kids a different Before the meal, adults will generally be happy WHAT TOLISTEMN TO you might out—a good distance from the PA,
ﬁum re-teens menu from the adults. Your child may be a gourmet  to mingle, provided they have a drink and the occa- Another way to create magical three-generation | expect
P in the making but his or her mates won't be pass-  sional nibble, The children, in contrast, will need a moments is on the dance floor The music has to be WHERE TO PARK

to grand-

ing critical judgment on-whether the beurre blanc,

distraction. If the kids are safely occupied, the adults

balanced, so there is something for the oldies and

If you have several older guests, choose a venue

pai"ents has although excellent with the sea bass, had sufficient  will relax and enjoy that first part of the evening. something for the kids... but kids do love many of that is easily accessible, with parking on-site.
. acidity. Mini fish 'n’ chips, attractively presented in You may be able to locate the kids' activities away the old standards — YMCA, | Will Survive, any Abba Spare them an awkward journey and parking
ﬂgTE'ﬂfﬂmE newspaper or American-style hot dogs fromacart—  [rom the adults. If not, go for options that are not song. They may be dancing ironically but they will uncertainty.
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that kind of thing will go down a treat. Also, while
your adults might be happy to sit for an hour and a
half at the table, the kids will have munched their
way through main course and dessert in 20 min-
utes. Get the kids involved in some other activity
while the adults finish their meal,

so loud that they will spoil things for other guests.
A “loud™ activity may not be one that is intrinsi-
cally loud but one that stirs up the volume through
cheering, etc. Table football is a prime example.
Although we suggest segregating certain activi-
ties, let's not forget that one of the most moving

still be having a great time. There are bound to be a
few guests who have already hung up their dancing
shoes, so they need somewhere comfy, away from
the PA, where they can see out the evening, glass in
hand, within earshot of their friends. This avoids a
70-plus exodus when the disco kicks in.

It's not about compromise — iU's about balance. Be
bold, be brave — but do it wisely and the result will
be something spectacular that everybody enjoys. (8

Mish Toszeghi is director of K Events, 0208 883 7411,
info@kpevents.co.uk, www.kpevents.co.uk
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